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Agency:  Department of Education and Early Development

Project Title: 

Chatham School District - Student Transportation Van for
Gustavus School

State Funding Requested: $ 40,000 House District: 5 - C
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Purchase a full-size passenger van for transporting students.

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $40,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

There is no other funding needed

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The Gustavus School is in need of a full-size passenger van for student transportation as the School's current van was
recently condemned as unsafe and non-economical to repair.  It is eighteen years old, mechanically inoperable.  A skilled
and experienced mechanic determined that repairing it would require an investment substantially in excess of what the
vehicle is worth.  There are no funds within the budgets of either the Gustavus School or the Chatham School District
sufficient to cover the cost of a new van.

The Gustavus School has in recent years developed a reputation for getting students out into the community and the
surrounding lands, including Glacier Bay National Park, to better connect them with their natural environment.  In addition,
programs have been embarked to engage the high school students with local professionals in volunteer and work-study
situations throughout the community and at the park.  We strongly believe that providing these opportunities for our children
makes them better-rounded and prepared for the variety of next steps in their educations and careers.  They become
familiar with the practicalities of employment opportunities and the natural world that they simply cannot acquire within the
doors of the school.  The school and students rely heavily on the school van for transporting groups of students for athletic
travel and field trips to the beach, local businesses, and the park.  Without an operable vehicle, these programs have come
to a rather abrupt halt, creating a noticeable hole in our instructional curriculum.

Project Timeline:
As soon as funds received.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Chatham School District - Gustavus School
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Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  Vance Cortez-Rucker, Superintendent
Phone Number:  907-788-3302
Address:  P.O. Box 109, Angoon, AK  99820
Email:  vrucker@chathamsd.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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